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REPORT. 



To Bis S:!fSgLLBNOT, CoLES BaSHFOSD, 

Qovemar of Ac State of Wisconsin: 

Sib :-^In c(HnpUa&ee with the requirement of law, the Execn^ 
live Committee of the State Agricultural Socfeiy^, would nei^Tjt* 

fuUy' , • . 

REPORT: 

Tl^t during the pa^f year the Society iias been adtirely engaged 
in dischar|g;ing the various, duties devolTing upon it 

^As a whol% the year of 18d6 oaimot be proDOuncc^ an unpl'Off^ 
perous one, agricuJttufaUy, for the State ; althov^ in some reep^iti 
decidedly unfavorable. In many districts, the earlier p^ ai the 
season wsas exceedingly dry, and, taken in connection with.ihe 
comfion custom, among many of our. farmers^ .of plowing Tr&rf 
shallow, and c^q emitting even to plow at all, in putting in 
wheat, eV^atuated in materially diipims|iing that important ccop. 
The breadth of land sowed to wheat in the States wa6 undoubtedly 
sufficient, if tl\ejil)age had beeai deep, and aft^propriate.to a dry 
season, to have produced a crop of fifteen milUens (X$,000,OQO) of 
bashelsi, but under the unfavprablb circtcmstdnoes before .mention- 
ed, it probably did not exceed ten .millions. .... 
- The other cereal, and also, the. rpot .^d.y^etable crops, were 
a good deal diminished, by the same coi^bix^^tionof causes. The 
society will probably ofier increased prQtniume hereafter, pn farm 
and field c^ops, with the hope of inducing imprpvem^it i^ these 
important fundamental matters. We aire of the opinioii, that a 
proper awakening on tl^s subject, would add tnillions^nmUy to 
the-valueofourpjgrioijlturalpradiict. Digitized by (^0( , 



The Society has obtained trota the Patent Office, and other sonrc* 
ee, during the year, considerable quantities of rare and valuable 
seeds, and the most ample pains have been taken to distribute them 
into the hands of good cultivators, throughout the State. Owing 
to ohe dryness of the season, a$ much success was not attained in 
their cultivation, as might otherwise have been ; still numbers re- 
port very fiivorably, especially, on some new varities of turnip, and 
other vegetables. What has already been done in this direction, 
shows conclusively, that the distribution of seeds wiU become a 
prominent feature of usefulness with the Society. 
. In view of this fact, we have considerably enlarged our basis 
of action in this respect, the present year, by arranging to invest 
several hundreddoilars, in various useful seeds, cuttings, &c., fot 
a still more extensive distribution. We are the more prompted 
to this course from an increased consciousness of the great impor- 
tance, of sudli early and wide distribution, in a new State, of all 
those lemental germs of the right kinds, not only for field crops, 
but for the growth of forests npon our open, timberlees lands, and 
grasses of more approved and valuable kinds upon our wide exr 
pause of high and low lands. 

It ;is eonfidentiiy believed that the judicious distribution of a 
few hundred doUaw annually in • this way will speedily add as 
many thousands to the aggregate and individual wealth of the 
State. As an illustration, let us suppose our wheat crop improved 
ten per cent in quantity and value by the introduction of better 
and more productire seed. Ttie immediate result is the addition 
of millions to our prodactive wealth. 

$he Sixth Annual Fair of Ae Society was held on the Cold 
Spring Eace Course, near the city of Milwaukee, on the 8th, 9th, 
and 10th days of October. Everything was done, on the part of 
the officers of the Society, that could well be, under the circum- 
stances, to render the exhibition one of interest and usefulness to 
the great producing classes of the State ; and, as was confidently 
expected, the entries of animals and articles was larger, as well as 
the. attendance of tlie people much larger than ever before, from 
all parts of the State penetrated hy railroads. "Sdt probably less 



than 20,000 people visited the grounds dnring the Fair ; and while, 
in all such cases of great popnlar gatherings of the masses, thare 
was, as mnst inevitably be, more or less cause of dissatisfaction 
and complaint, still, the committee flatter themselves with the be- 
lief that as a whole it was a highly creditable display, both to the 
State and Society, and a school where those who attended with 
the right motives, profited more than it cost 

It has become obvious beyond dispute, that these agricultural 
and mechanical exhibitions are, and will continue to be, the great 
popular holidays of the people of our practical, progressive coun- 
try ; hence, it becomes an important question as lo the policy that 
their interests demand, and also what aids they may properly 
expect from legislators and railroad companies. 

From the former, it is too obvious to need argument, that they 
may properly expect every aid and facility, that will prove profit- 
able and useful to the great masses, whose interests they represent. 

From the latter, to wit: Railroad companies, they have a right 
to expect every accommodation that can, in justice on the part of 
the companies, be granted them. First, because Railroad compa- 
nies, in the first instance, want and constantly want, a multitude 
of favors of the people individually, and legislatively ; a^d second- 
ly, because no one party, or interest in the State, is more benefit- 
ted by accelerated advancement in agricultural wealth, and in- 
creased products, than Railroad companies, who must needs be 
the carriers of all these products to market. We say this much 
on the subject, as bearing upon the policy pursued by our Railroad 
companies last season, of charging half faro upon animals and ar- 
ticles transported to, ^d from the Fair ; a policy which has been 
found in Ohio, and other States, to be most disastrous to all such 
agricultural gatherings, and in the end to be equally so upon the 
companies themselves, until it has been almost uniformly aban- 
doned. It being proved to a demonstration, that people, ordinari- 
ly, do not care enough about exhibiting their articles at fairs, 
merely as a curiosity, to warrant the payment of any considerable 
sum for freight. It has also been equally veil proved, that com- 
panies adopting the liberal policy of carrying animals and articles 



free, and people at half price/ aud carrying it out tQ the UUtty 9^ 
only in fact, but in an accommodating spirit, have invariably made 
the most money. That our late fair was greatly diminished in 
numbers in attendance and interest, on account of the above mew 
regulation cannot be^ doubted. It is confidently hoped ai\d expec- 
ted however, by t^ie progressive* friends of agriculture, that a more 
liberal policy will be inaugurated for next season ; one that will 
remove all just grounds of. complaint, among all gaxties* 

The committee would respectfuUy suggest, whether the time 
has not arfived.when some of the preliminary steps migl^t proper- 
ly be taken for the establishing and endowing of an Agricultural 
School commensurate with the pr^ent and prospective wants of 
our nobly developing State. Is it meet that a State whose almost 
entii'e interest is, and ever must.be. Agriculture, should endow 
with' almost unlimited funds schools of polite literature, law and 
medicine, to the entire exclusion of any provision whatever for 
instruction in theoretic and practical Agriculture? Should not 
the soil, that supports everything, be in turn supported and saved 
from deterioration by an early and effectual implantiilg of soun,d, 
scientific information (among its numerous occupants and -culti- 
vators? , ^ 

It strikes us that the next five years ought to develop such an 
institution in full operation, with all needful appendages for teJich* 
ing in the most thorough manrfer, not only theoretical, but prac- 
tical Agricalture, upon scientific and abiding principles. Such an 
institution in our midst, well established and well 'managed, and 
turning out its 500 or 1,000 thoroughly educated young farmers 
annually, would tell beyond calculation upon the eventual destiny 
of our State and the West. Our sister States are leading us in 
these matters. Shall we not follow them ? 

Some adequate provision of law for collecting annual statistics 
of our products and progress, would probably be a source of but 
little expense, and would, beyond all doubt, be a source of great 
practical utility; offering as it would ajeonsfant index of our in- 
terests, and their true direction. 

Some adequate provision of law for the protecjbioji of sbieep irotxx 



dogs and wolves, sqems especially necessary, inasmuch as wool- 
growing bids fair to become an' important interest in the. State. 
Bie fear of damage from these causes, undoubtedly detei-s many 
who otherwise would embark in the business, thereby proving a 
greater damage evien than the actual destruction arising from their 
prowlingB. , * • 

Owing mainly to the embarrassed condition of the State treas- 
ury, last year, no application was made, on the part of the Society, 
for legislative provisions to, publish a volume of their trtiDsaetions, 
notwithstanding they were already two years behind. 

The Executive Committee now deem it important that it should 
be no longer deferred, and would respectfully request that proper 
provisions be made for the publication of a volume, embracing the 
year of 1864-5-6 ; ^d that an edition sufficiently large be order- 
ed, to admit of the distribution of at least 1,000 copies, to County 
Societies. It is- believed that such an elpenditure judiciously 
made, will be both creditable and. useful to the State. 

In the opinion of the Executive Committee, it will be desirable 
to offer increased, rather than diminished premiums, for the pro* 
duction of animals of superior merit ; especially as no other seem 
worthy of encouragement, or propagation in this northern latitude. 
K the matter of winter keeping with us was less of an item, the 
eventual value of an animal, might perhaps be a matter of mere 
indifference ; but situated as we are, it becomes no secondary 
matter, whether a horse at maturity is worth one or two hundred 
dollars; a cow $15 or $60, or a sheep $1 SO instead^ of $5 00. 
The higher priced animals can be raised at a profit, almost any- 
where, even in Vermont The lower priced, nowhere, when extra 
winter keeping is required- 
Let us strive, by a timely and judicious policy, to embark our 
thousands of young, rising farmers in a paying rather than a 
losing business in this department of agriculture. 

Many of the animals exhibited at the late Fair were such as 
would do credit to any country or people. 

The display of mechanical ingenuity was ample and creditable. 
Many of the artides exhibited, of Wisconsin ^manu&cture, were 



not in any respect behind the products of the best establishments 
of the East. These, by the way, are another class of interests 
worthy of all reasonable patronage and encouragement — to the 
end that they may soon be able to supply our great and growing 
wants here at our own door, . and with greater economy than can 
ever be done from abroad. 

The exhibition of the financial affairs of the Society hereunto 
attached, shows a gratifying increase in the receipts over any pre- 
vious year, and demonstrated conclusively, that a well managed 
Society can be sustained among our' citizens, without any doubts 
of its ability to pay its own incidental expenses, without legisla- 
tive aid except for premiums. Whether the amount now appro- 
priated, is as large a sum as it is judicious to distribute as premi- 
ums is a question that the executive committee are willing to leave 
to tie wisdom cfi the legislature. But any diminution of it would 
In our opinion, be bad policy, and a retrograde 8tepj> in the aids to 
agricultural improvement and progress. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

T3y order of the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin State 
Agricultural Society. - ., 
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STATEMENT OF THE FISCAL AFFAIRS OF THE WISCONSIN 
STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, FOR THE YEAR 1856. 

ToBalanceonhandjDec. 31, 1855, $1,099 65 

From Annual and Life Members, Y91 00 

State Appropriation, 3,000 00 

Subscription of the City of Milwaukee, and use of Grounds, - 571 00 
Receipts at State Fair, independent of Membership Tickets, - 2,851 4*1 
Interest, 66 50 

t8,379 6S 

B X P IS N D I T U B X a . 

Paid in Premiums and Diplomas, $2,355 00 

For the purchase of Seeds, Ac, 500 00 

Salary of Secretary, 1,000 00 

Office Rent and Expenses, 221 98 

Express Charges, and Postage on Books, Seeds, &c., receiyed and 

distributed, -- 51 85 

To Cost of Office Safe, 227 50 

To divers Miscellaneous Bills of purchase and expenditure at the 

State Fair, and during the year, 2,804 68 

To Estimated Amount of outstanding unpaid Premiums and 

Accounts, - - - - 250 00 

Cash to balance Accounts, 968 68 

$8,379 6$ 
Bills and vouchers for all the above items are on file in this o^ 
fico, and subject to your order. 

GEOKGE O. TIFFANT, Sec>. 
State AoiftouLTUBAL Kcxjms, ) 
Madison, Jan. 15, 1857. ) 
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OONBIN: 

Sir :— In compliance With tbe wqtdcreinente of Iaw, tlife Bxeo 
utive^LJoaMaifctie of tii^' State Agricultural^ Sodiety i^buld TAspect^ 
fUlly lH?6i^,i--TMt dttriiig^'>thc' pa* yeat' of IBWT, the 'State 
jL^iottltoral Qooietfy hm^ thi>oi;igh its proper ctanUds of action, 
becln^ punstimg itesr iwKnidComed cbuine^ aikl' diddhai^g to the Ibesi 
of iteabiUty lind meaus^ its various dtitieft tod responsibilSfcies; 

Ais hi);liefto, f^ jgeldc^ tt^^l'labbr th^ has seemed to pre^ 
sent itself for the consideration and aotioti (tf Khe Bociet^, ha^ 
feeein m no degree^ ditniiiiAed ; \mi,4t(mij^t to year, se^iis to 
Widen and deepen iii i«8 demands. In view of these facts, the 
Soefety 1^ ttftiiedtodo more than merely to proridfe fer and 
faxfldai' Ammal! BVt. Aniple pains^have b^n lialcen; thrbiigii 
igMCttltnral Jbtupnal* aiid otherwise,! to arouse and elevate the 
^Ulion ai^ l{yi]HH^:aPidl<daB8es, to adopt mcM^tem and^care 
in what they do, to cultivate better, to be more caieftii Inthe 
sdQM^aoh ofl seed ;> and fi$r ^> pmpe^e^ of aiding in this hi^y 
ikp6ri;siiit>wolrkon the part of the ^(Kiiety, seeds and cuttings, 
pdhibcdiKrly '(ih^ fo|ni^, ^re beem purchased ' and distributed to 
a lai^ ext^and'^fefiwally^f very cbdiee descri^ions; aK lit 
tUli prdlably noi leS8> tibn <t#wty thouBaad packagei^ dUi^ 
^ipaaty>eim ^ISiiat «dme t^MOi^ 

,:]'[' ' • ' -'."'' '- QigftKed by ^ ■.'• • ' , 



4 WISCONSIN AGEIOULTUEE. 

ground, and will spring up and bear an hundred fold of highly 
improved and useful products, the Society already has abundant 
assurance. The leading article of distribution — ^the Chinese 
Sugar Cane — ^was distributed from our rooms to the extent of 
nearly ten thousand packages, into every part of the State. 
We learn that it has been very generally planted, and in the great 
majority of cases, ^.^ij ^ lii^ etillreifiiti^ition of the cultiva- 
tors, except in the matter of ripening its seed, in which it has 
generally failed, although ob^ipu^ and wholly owing to the 
extraordinary backwardness of the season. Some- few experi- 
mentalists have demonstrated, however, that the seed naight have 
been rJ^ied^geb^rally, e-^n ih:e pastfeeisc^, by iim|)l}^ pantfag 
that portion intended for seed more open to the sun, and sucker- 
ing it out to but few stalks in a hill. Several who pursued this 
' waim »imfemt \i8 that • thetyt fully ri]6oQed thelr^seedi But' thill 
rich saccharine properties of the cane have been fully demon^tra- 
te4/1^ §Tsr^ry,pn'^. whu;^ hiw^pvAathiU.of ittbjdlpwtse^ .: .'Ehe 
^ oij^i^s: Joying ibeem ecri^id^y 4iiJtribtited and. jadvartiisod in 
t^'>maftnepr, tp e>veiry. ii^hb<»boQ.d, will .un'floubtedly 4e^ to 
iti^.h^S^^i^i^mYely^M^iw^^^ sete><u 

In, f^^i ;^«e (^bt'mitbut.. ^hafe th0> extra. impetus giyen pfilaM 
WJ^^t alpp^.throu^.lijr^, md of.;thisi3oci^i tvill weiit«iate to 
j]^PfO,fi4v^taga to thq SWe thm tlae Sofeiely lias,*€fvaif yet Iteen 

, V Jfjq^ wijal^i^g tPKjpftfia^ i<s.la,t!oi!S{ wlwily ito the mofca awaaculia* 
4ij;wiBjal3ta»tiftl jnt^-^ts^.tio tbajft^i^cx^t Q<f the.imojrd r^fimng.bnd 
j^^^,,ttiei^.Sopiaty;h3ft mxQ^g ^tivep thingsj di^btt«ed?«3«iie 
0iau^i)d^ pf jpaokagefihpf iflpww 90^ itoai^ly^fjo^w. tod ohcSee 
Ym^^i >^^9i\ i|;h^ i^ye : prpyjBd ^tprftfitebk ' andJ ,cl^eap lembok 
jisl^memt^jpafly la yfe^^i^ (3otjfe^ge.)ted' h$^pf^ hwie^T ew ,bfrfdiy 

.t^dpul^tpd^.M ; ,- : u ^.t /. .'= : ' . ./: u -J -J / , V 1. ^ :'v/ ./i 
.^ ; ,In ,th^ .l«^ayi of (0ftttir|gs>.a(>^ff^ei^leiQ[iitfPititi^* the /Gtermfea 
psieyt WiilQW W-e l^ai diatpibjited^m)); s»;mwh! frpmitheiSp^f 
)^y'a : ]mmg) 4nyi ^ttr»ar4ittpy- M%h i* , ito iprpb^fble I pitofiiftWf 
gplliilyatiwiijBiiOttif) St««t.a^;iijL \k\>eAi^i»^'^i9^^i;ti^ 4mre bn 
il^ ,p^rt' ,of timjii^SKpeirixm^^ duiim (>nl%iyl9^iipl|LiiM.'^^^^ 

Drove important as our State gets older. Digitized by Google 



Prompted by a deair© to impio^e still ft«rtker,iif possible, in 
tii6 (jultiyatioiL bf odt.grdat sts4)le, 'Tybfeat^by-th^^i^^ 
^e ibesti poisBiblei kinds of- seed^~ th^ Bd>ciety des^t^ksdRan ejipe* 
lidDced and aagaciots ptraxitioaitikiiNa'y (Q€in.''Da.iid Williamci^ 
of; Walworth eduiil5r)/to Oaiiaicia^ daring : their rwidat , biarvBsrt} 
ivith. instmefioDS^tofessomine iJi&iib'dafiCbBeQt kinds smd>(}iatitieaii 
©f irheatj.groTini^Tiposi fhm vtiifiouia soilbiand iimdeu various ^t 
eu^stanoes; add tc»^poflH;fb&'rvJewfanEiponitlie advisklbclity bf^ats 
inlioduetion, aB §€»d^ arnong our fefmbrs^'' Ttie'geiitleo&ia.41p0r<> 
formed hb-missibniV-abigblj^ -.satisfactory inantibr^ duly 
seportid its results^ which hanfe^be^i spread! bef6ce'^tlie' 'pet^ei 
k^ will tUiddubt^dly lead to t^ obtainmeat of .n&w; andrv;al4ijabl6 

^ Early tod aiaaple pains were taken^vbnxtbe partrof -the flodidty/ 
for the HolKiing trf its JAnnuAl ffair^ • and itk vief*r of 1ihQ^eKt^ria^sv» 
hbielaccommodatioh^coo^nitotiiieffirground]^^^^ appiioaek* 
eS) aod jy^wh^i^i^'public^BpQrit'df the 01^ of Jianeoidlle^ fhst 
piiace was fi^qd : upon ; for* i&3 fpmrpose. . Infairticipateoift^ofTa 
iai^tprn ; dati BOt o^fyamongfour H>wn peopli^. tnltradislO[jfrom 
flte. neighboring State' of Illinirfs,' (amtb whom we 'wisjiod tfca 
Hiaks&a ciieditablei iihow), v^&rf ampler alid.8q)m^hat ^x^eosi^fef 
prepamtions were made Tqrtheocoaabn^ prbinifingtnotoiiufcyifoit 
^ show of themdreisikbs&mltial Joatores c^ agrioal{taral|xrddiie»* 
tibD, hijtt '^so fc^.^the mofe itiiaeti ve n^ v^elties (skMstetim^ ^mploy< 
ed to embellish such occasionfa, * ../ : > - > t '; • ' : ' . , . 
' As was anUc£pated,:&e ooeaaon aud the ootifilj^ metr with a 
&xt and full response on.lJs& parii «f - th^ pieoipdev bbtb* e^OLibiis^ 
and: i^>octatQtsi The etitrieis were^ conaidei^ly la^ 
any previous fair, 'aad.embrabed many^inilnals, airtiolesj aiidpuor 
ducts that are not ^ifpaail^.d in quality' ioi the !Ui][ited:Btateiii 
Every deparlmtent -of (the ii:/, 4^i2aadl^ 4^iotItutai, Ho(rtiool4 
tiisal^ Fltirall Mechanical aadl Miisesllianeaias/ wis nmllr Allied, lan^ 
altogether, <£splQ{^ed^^fitrtking( eviddnc^ of fthe progress: of bur 
ycmng'BtateJ Ho^ kniichof thik fooo^ress/aofd impri^ 
^li^butablo tcv &e teacliia]^ andj.e^&b^ of . the -Stati^and i30un^ 
fidrs^* we will tleatOifih^ihe* obseijving landt philosopl^ 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 WISCONSIN AaHDUUlil'U'JilB. 

Owing to the oboutrdnce o£ a ^criere satoinnal 6tbrm. during 
the luiBt two, and })rmdijMd.€87a b^ &e feiij the ftttendAoce of > Ihe 
peq)le, BSi wm af( the tecei^ weie Teitjr Hiateidally dimitHiAed; 
IHidbiit.fcr the* State: appropriliti@n to All back upoti, theSoc^ 
0l^, niQtwithrtandm^ al}> the csatifol fereflfght in ioi piOwer; wioxild 
hoDe iDiedD, in cditeeqtieilceof ihe Bftxreaaid iniBadventarei ftor 
fadimd, pecuniarily, axid ofotiged to hiB;yie left soores of iefitf^Mb 
onpaidi imtil tima aadigopd jnck^afforded them the nieans. All 
in^^l, tioe&irF*s ci dedded gnocess pn^cff :an.jr of ils predeo^Bsol% 
notwithstanding the wi^ngeiual/ weather f and t nbtwkhstanding 
|i insiy iliibenl aiidi nnapc<imnipdatibg spirit'iitainfested by oi&e 
of the. principal araikiDadfl. of > the S&te, to wit^ theiLaOdiase and 
Milwaukee.* Their utter refiisal to carry stock and articlei fot 
exhiUtion, short ^of ^l fam prke^ cmd gmprdi ^dupo^itmi U he 
tmM^iagy^f^ dasgnsted the: gi^eat noitheastem aiki oentfal 
eovnties, that ithej weretnctioely repffes^ted at the &ir. It 
it .the sincere hope of your httmble servaxita, ^hat this pampi^ed 
and' spoflied child df mispkee^ Sttate liberality, 'will, when ila 
eoiTtiptiian fimdienmipsariGS oome arountltbe.capjtal theipreaent 
wdnter^- fudging for hew ftryiots,' bermet with the same spMitrwi& 
"yiFhiehjtiiey metlhepoor fiomers who baTem(»rtgaged their £ubna 
to boild, not only their their road, Init fine palaces, also, for ;the 
gemttlemien 1 who have (mis) jnanaged it Of all companies iu thie 
State, they wav the last who diould ifans hkve giv^n )&e.eold 
shoulder td the farmers of the Sta4e# 

iBut ctotwithstanding {he foregoing drawbacks, the society has 
be^ :aye> to ck>s0 ^up its pectmiary ai&irs &x the paj^ year in a 
ecedhable and ssitia&btory manner to all condernedy and wilflar a 
small tbalaiioe in :^be treasury, as will be sebn by r^&oreiice ko the 
flnandal report of tie Sedretpry, at the ^lose of this cdmmuniea^ 
tioni With iafulLbelie^ oui their |krt, thaithe So^ 
Tipoxi k firm' finmdatipn, and ukhb fblLy grounded in the h^asls 
and approving ^ood will of the' nueses xsi the people, iJian ef?i^£ 
befeifi. ^6 uhdemgned wQidd command its rarlons interosl 
to your kmd care azkd leonaidevation f and.thifey dioao witiiiafitll 
ftith thart the; oadse of a^icultur^ nor io^grii^uHttril aasoeiatjoiis, 
will not be likely to retrograde during your administraticm. 
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Bat> wUh mt wefoel ejsBwed ^M you will (Juljra^^swAate ito 
6ct th^t th^groftt priac&ple^'wd ^posa uad^^ljiUg tail the9l» 
mm^^^oi^i ^puUio 4Ispl9^ aod premium U^ i^ toipTOT9i0 
kbor : thiU^qf i i\0 x>wi^ ji^ofluotlon^ Itl^ei^e is abvudant i^aloirial^ 
pleaae t]ie &A107 iMa4 ^tkify acblHl^ ; ^ by bringing 4hetti 
iQg^thev?, combipodi apd artaogodi to alfotid ai ^bl^ Qppot!Cijim1]f 
fee flit^yr 40^ tW flli^40ttt|:aaKl a apioudid aad j^fttaWe Wiflay I0 
tb^ i(UfQ4 .Fov thlarro^jBOiii t^^^ to^plciAde aU^ fi»r Hfia 

pr^fiflablo fep^lto bwwu Ho j)!er&o» ea^ le»?o an ag^rkmlitveil 
esbibitk»Dt m ig^oMrM» ^ lie ^^9. It^aitisiQal dhowv giiirbto 
all au <^poft;iui% tef8tti<}7;%a lesaoA of 3ak<]^iv ^^»u^i pt^^bifP^ 
b«*:PiMa Wpro^rly-jllUalttateii : ; • ,, 

To iQa^ge^te(t|Ql»ttallyta|p:eat mdiiMxiidi ga(ib9ring,rlK^b^^^ 
Imowplo^e of Ojle )3^a(y be aj^raad OT^r tbe mmdalof laabDjFrHl 
^tbeiiog wbarei 0aidLvinfly a^ oaly .prow U> biD^a^lf hif 01m, 
'f'bi* mark hteneigibib^ fiftdte and foHiei&,"--^wb0rotJa« incnrtl- 
atioa>^fvoi4 feabito mig/fbe buofcen.rup attti.'ftillpwed<fo?^M«r 
idddiS) pi?o*U^ io eaek ihajkthe «ad of ikaol^rtedgo i9 niot y^ 
faai9^dd, sor th9ropj^iiimi1i7~of leamiifig >loM-^-aQ w^^ g^t^ 
6r^g :^^re itbe ^tis49t^ imd akill ji>f dnie gMte tmy m^efe > and 
iTecitatoidl ti^iyNm boi^, ftiid ilimmm^s» orJoliur^ f^itoie^fif^prlp 
tQ[$Dlyetiaka[ft>^9i;t]((Mjir<^tWgiieat mdiiatrial pi^l(il^^^^b]»a9d 
H^t)^ ^ Md <^ it9 }^be9« {n jJibsoiy aaobatDd all ^^ aa¥9- 
it4 ati^jSa <tf .progifead migb* be .<xj»«4^^ aa i ao m*ay eyiW^ftOfli 
of ourparo^aaaifi ^Apikiial firtof^a^ Sujb pvaotioaUjffiitIs 
nofc tro^ fi* the reiason jbbat mo* of tbeft^ ^yid^iiceg ofiiluoeaeB 
ap^aiberesfultaaf.alxacaidtotal o<»3[ibmatioii of <afQ^matao^94»fM- 
l^t jis» Bjtprt of tii^' ^YwileAa^ «re -not tbfi j*«dt ^f 'tb^ piaiotM 
apjdiopiUonof teicn/wi'Md wfell eataMi^i*^ q^ilgriicml- 

tipraL ^a^Q€^ but too iD^fteti the aemdeatal result lof a tbo4i|^tii^ 
xK)mbiaati0Q of fercj^, tb>x)im . together mtbout; 4epg»^ tbw in 
effect, teaching nothing conclusively ; conseQii^ly. a^^^flpetitji^n 
f^p?t invai:^ab]ir pj^n^w 1^ fi^i^e* LpajHfoveDi^iits in agf^ul- 
jkttif^ jar!eji0doujbt;bei|i0 m$jde;ib^^ Ibe ^laKi^ of ina^tut^e^ vfgm 
urb^ail swoeeses ar^ base4, «ur0 most of tbei]^ too diKtly jflow 
Iqo ooaakdw^l^ 'tQa^succesa^il .t^peti^n^, Q^iOqiaen^ ^e ax%.aa 
agidcii^tiui&ta, oewta^t^/aU^ baid( Sroimt^baeetni^gadYainoe- 
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meint, aot, pprhsipi,' oompletely,-but pafrtially^'at ^yetty i§tej)j for 
the rbaeon^at we have bnttdi^ht foothold ,iipon thtDse l€l.Ws <rf 
felttoW' jipon wWth sttodeaai Aependfi*' Y^t iall 'the«e isiKsesw^ 
0^''and Mlttres, as ^dcfym in ^the'atiiitiai exUbiiionB of "die 
Sdotetyv • t^nd to teioh> them ; bttt - in - sik* • a qwalifled, tjtiefri 
l46n«ble,'and ifragmetitaTy mann^, that Hby fkr th^ gi'edlter part 
W trseleiwj Had tke iSociety a B!arm^ Sdbool; where' iflie philoso^ 
jibjr of^ ptaolioe and tike 8(rience of «il«)ol8'«might Tiiingle »arid 
pes^ot eftsk oftheP^i^Vlwwefail tl^at^ pW)Wi in pri^ctiisii laTxJ?/ 
alid^l ifaatis ^ein^sdiolaetio Bcimce, -cdakl be blended in'otie 
0id|sebtf$ ^m»mi< gffi^ng a stibstasitisd f^rndsttiofi ^ the more 
elevated up-bnilding of the industrial ljftx>r of Ifte Stia*e^— afate 
«tdiool ^Witlun wHoBfi kki^le fields <a&d halln l^e^ Smt Society 
fioigbt'tiield its aiiiitui^iFaiita, thw giring toeach l<tb6p^ a^n o^por^ 
IttHity to pi«ve 6r di«p*av!e llie cdweotoefisiof hfe Aeory <xt prao 
-lide^whefce'tiie practical labor- df' the Sliaite cotdd • compare the 
l^tlls of i» tbil^ witti! th0 more pifeteAtlows'obes of ibes^dol^ 
<vpd[ii<} wheare'eakAiicdateditetciitlAbe ooBcenorttbedi^cbinbflied 
t^ftt others laiid made piraoti^l^Mfh^rethe* ptn^greafl of labor 
ieOdld^beinoted, tiie principles upon w^eh4t depends developed; 
tttfid 'thus Bubfttantial ftdvaneement • seeured^ and l^rus iJie school 
4)0' as ' tike ' Misttei^ of ^Latior^ and the- > Mast^ of gdiience. The 
need <tf labor Is *do- great to be profitably lifiockid Jwilh here a 
Hbone^jMid ti)>^eat)imiit^itsw«tit8lxK>gre^ 
*^3Ste^'geai»e 4s toffy be'ibu'nd inia feoT^to eif mme over$hadow^ 
tag effi^. The winds Ahd tides no leliigereottimiftnd (ioiriiiieroe, 
because eOmifiercJe ooneenti^tescflip/to^jand-a fea^ millioil expei^i 
iient isf readfly made, and isolnmerce' is i&nally emiinintly euoces- 
-M:' JJdt i^oultilre ^difetees Wealthy while ^otdiiig tb all othet 
■puroiiitb ^ means of cono^ntralaon*; thus labor not unfrequeritly 
iftppeara ttfe ia petitioner for a moity of thait which its own munifr 
deiiicie has bestowed. ' / .^^ ^ .. ' ,» * 

-^''l*heg^tei9t weEd^lhiof'the State eo^»istSy ftrsVit^ "^he m<H^ 
imd^p6litieal ptH%*, andtlhe'ititelle(ltiiiii oWtureofltfeinhabit^ 
%cnt6.v Secondly/ itt the'pr6ductiTO ehaaraotfer of its indtistrial 
T&irfsfcfits, tod thejfertHity of its soil. Oomporatlvcfly pi^oductit^ 
QIAO^ "^tfohltofal' labc» tioid^ubi;^ ^^4^ 4n ix^ost tM^, it id Bb 
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at'tke^expewse of tke ineTaiiS'k*)>f subsisiencfe of thb next 6r .sno^ 
oeedihg getieratibn^, 1^tis^by'i)ur g^^s^ral waiit > df ttio^oiigli^ 
itid'suflSdent agricu^ttiM Kiwiytrie<^ge^, %e ai*e'-i*apMly 
ifigi tke original titttiificent ^ft; 6f the eteat Betoleflictdr. ' -Thy 
kndwiedgefliai mtidi 5f It'Wb^ treated, and more^'be cio'ncett-f 
.tratef atidmadeefflfeeftve. "i ^ ^. - '^ ,i ^ • /; . ■ ' ,u.rf 

The fostering care of State and National governments' 'lite? 
niade ihunifibieint "'proviaions f6t geAeM edu'catibti j' yet -foi^ Ike 
^ttcfatibh' ^^ich thfe Steit6'5 'great algii'ciiltural' intftn^s* ^teqx&^j'iiS 
provfeidns are made; Ft^r tftese reasons Tv^'respebflPyilly'aftk! yttlii^ 
KxJ^llency W r^bdomin^'ndflife IiegisUttire to maKe iiuitSiA^ j^rb^ 
yfeJons for'the fouricKiig dF ait iigticiiltural OWlefge,'iii'i*iin^W 
tlottr '^h ai!t ample il^p6rittiferital OF&rm, arid their ^ffffoMrtojeii^ 
-rtri^h'sttflftcierit means to se(mre -their ^^flfeetiv^ and prabtical <ip6^ 
ttit^m, either %y a^gwmt ^ a 'poWi6ri of th* ^wam^^IahdA i^eloag^;* 
Itig^to ttie'Statfe, Or' by memorial to'Cori'gre^^^fcr'a Special 'grant 
•df kndflf6f'tTiktplirpo^6."' ' '' *^'' -'■"■■'^'i •'''•■•^■' '' ^-''* ^ /'*. '^' 
• ' '!P!iepi*es^iit't'ime seems pe^nlkrly appropriate^ for such a move*- 
»iien%, especi^l^'fer'mettiOrtaKking-Congrea^, Maiaiinich'as it wall 
be in hknnbriy wi* the j^crtioil-ctf niahy other 6f the iAgriculttt^ 
M States, 'vdib are now ufgirig similar eldims' lip'on' ilieir 
attention. AnL additional' Voice frorn'tfe ffkai Nor^^ibest'^^fB^ 
dee?p6n the tone and strengthen the effc^/aiid ttn&tlbte&lreteiJt-i 
tuate in ultimate success. • ^ ''' '^ 

* ji:ndfivhat4s'niore reasonable '6r |)roper''' than ihslt' at' 'leak a 
little fraction df ^he' wide Jslrid altrto^t titilimiteid ptfblib dk^aliii x£ 
Mis ahd other 'States, di6uld be assigned and devoted 'to* a tnor^ 
thbrotigb^ and s^ste^kti(j dfevetep'merrt bf » the grefeitv'soientifto 
t)riiiciples and' practical abCtiOii on which every liiiii^likfe eminei^ 
lilgriealtAiml ^uicce^^iiiui&t refet. i Tie liberal dbilation' ^ Efeibdaa 
fe)6i)^toie4 {whieh ^t*eWit tfce eetVants tod'eanrierS of the^l^ 
W\hQ soil); i would ^iSeem t6 iridiofelie ai'le«sfr'ltie eqiklipfW 
^riefcy bf^itiUkikg evety laeedfid {irOti^bri^ foi^ ihe* Mlest dm^V- 
t^meniof this gtfeat ^ifnatyfetetest, 6n wliitih mi ottly^BHfli- 
Iroaaa, btit^GtoveinMiients, 'said^ all. subbrilin^tQ irife^efits es^ti* 
tMly, cfdmstantly^ told -forever depend. ' \ ^^'^ - ' ' \ ' ' ' ' '^^ 
' ■ "W4*hbutt]a!i»^Agi*iotdttiralO 



fiye years w^l not^j^se heUom scapaof. onrsoi^^ who would rb© 
fin^ in tl^eir, great eallmg^ will be crossivg Qvepr to Micl%aixto 
ber already promisiiig institi,itioa^ to uvf^ tberaaelve? of tba^ 
knoiwledge, which, for w*nt of a proper foresight aodeot^ppizfv 
has D,ot been ja?cured and provi(M. jforibepoL^ home. Let us 
not, from our supineness now at the proper tispte, be thus, d;epead* 
ent then, . ' 

He l^w of the last session of 1^ Lfigida^Ttte^ paas^ Mi cbi?^- 
fcxrmijy witK.a request iu ojjir last annual xepbr^ for the epllqo 
IjipB, qn therp^t of the-.^^veral town 4/^essors, of 4gricxOttjiml 
a^, M?n^al 8tatifi*ic^ -sewis tip havpibeep. but j^artially cpmt 
plied wit\^ md cp^iiefli^l^y tha^rejK)rt of tfce S^pr^Hftiy of Sikat^ 
on ^}^^% sn^ect is n?ge8sarily4ncoinplete s^A soi?aewhat iip|)«rfi?at- 
Still, fwhat tber^ is of it ^ higWj \riduabliB» an^ sl^.ws ooi^eli^: 
ayely ^ow yaluaUe a perfect woi^ of the kind would be ; showr 
pg ^ opc^, .ai^d annually, ;^l\er exapt ag^ultural, mineiiiaj, and 
business condition , and production of j^aoh county in the State.. 
It M #l?np9^ a^. TajLuable Mxfoxmati^n to the pbpery^^t apd in^l* 
)ig^t ^}Wi^ ^ ^3 the merobantV aeopunt books to him,^ iu ;tl^ 
^^y of, e^laini?ag and. telii^g tdnji ijow. his mfttjters'stand*. 
/Tl^e Uw is of indispensable valu)^,..and witj^ some ^f^if^i 
aipj&ndments, which will be (July and se^iseoo^bly present^ bgf; 
i^ frie;id%;, wijl undoubte«Jly remain a fixe4 feature upon oijr 
statute books. 

4#i^^^r/H^ y w's i^epoyt, we ^g^ call jrfjtemtw^ tp'the 
policy, and neoessilty of some l*w for Ihe prot^otimi . and encour* 
agen^ent 9:^ she^ hi^bandryand wool growing, which w<H4d 
ne^^essarily involye a law for the iiestrioting and thinnii^g o^t 
of 49gp, whict, (fis iai natmrfd i^ nev cpuptirii^)* ^ave bec<HP^, a 
greM ii^^^i^^ wd drawback} upon oiur jannual inppn^^ aud 
afflpr^ate flre^pjts from tlpis impofta^it a;nd nfitvimL scwvoe of 
pwpjarilfy, ft is ^|ifi4en% b^ey^d jtha^ pon^yjudicioiwi. . Im 
mighft be i^pfict^d t^at woul^i iu 4^^< t^e^^li^te the pyil wit^0)^t 
m\ifiigrrov>J^, afufj; ev^tuate in suh^tuting numj$?!ouB flppfei of 
fine wcidbd fi^ep, with their ye^ly golden fl^^^ces and laft saypry 
mutton, in place of our prepeut ba^rking mfrdog popul^tiWi . Siwsh 
?^i,^pqch^[^ i^ ia lie; opinion of. the tUHdeikgpLed, derwtly to 
be wished and ea^estly prayed for. Digitized by Google 



. aKMlUai VLB /CCHtfiHCTBE- U 

Hoping that jourSxceileaidjr will liayeUke ]nndnei93i£>'i3dbiiiit 

such of .our suggestions to the Le^gifiAfttoure m mtty^ ia ftmryoA^ 

menti be deen^ p^roperv . ./ 

We remain, very truly, . • 

Your obedieHtis^ryamibB, 

( D J POWERS. 
In behalf of the Execaiive Committee^ \ DAVID WILLIAMS 



STATEMENT 

OF THB FISCAL AFFi^KS OF THB WI800KBIN STATB AQRICULTUSAL SOCDBTT, 

FOR THB TEAR BNDINa DKO. 31, 186t. 



INOOMB. 

To balance on hand, December 81, 1857, $ 968 62 
'* of seed and outstanding premium 
fund not used, " , " " ' 879 80 
To Standing Appropriation, '- - - 8000 00 
From Annual and Life Members, - - 1908 00 
To nett Beceipts of State Fair besides mem- 
ber's tickets, .... 2858 21 

. ^$8804 68 

EXPENDITURES. 

By Premiums and cost of Diplomas awarded 

for 1857, $2701 11 

By purchase of Seeds, Cuttings, &c., - 485 20 

Salary of Secretary, .... 1000 00^ 
By Office rent and Incidental Expenses, 262 18 

By Express charges, $88,71, Postage, $55,71, 94 42 
By BDl paid at State Fair, - - - 2888 09 
By Miscellaneous bills for the year, • 1676 10 
By Cash to balance, - - - - ' 502 58 

-$8804 63 
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' i MnsGonsm AOHKroiMjaE. 

.^lUiN aiiJL Youchera for all tlie above iteiki% arejoii file in this 
.>Jkv, 4u\i vjpen to oxamiaalioii* : 5 . . m ,/: • . 

Geobge 0. TiJTAKT, J^creiao't/. 
i^wTB Agricultural Booms, ) ^' ' ' •' *^ '^ 
Madison, December 81, 1857:" p • ' "^ ^' 
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BEFOiaT. 



To His Excellency, Al:6xander W. Eandall, 

0-overnor of the State ^f Wisconsin. 

Sir: — ^In compliance with the requirements of law, and the 
established usages of the State Agricultural Society, tne Exec- 
utive Committee would respectfiiUy report: 

That during the past year, nothing extraordinary has occur- 
red within the range of the duties of said Society; as hitherto 
its efforts have been mainly directed to the distribution of use- 
ful seeds wid plants,, together with such information as was 
avrilable for their culture; to the offering of appropriate 
premiums for tiie most successful culture of the various leading 
crops; also premiums for the best essays and treatises on the 
leaoipg subjects of Agriculture, Horticulture, Rural Architec- 
ture, &c. &c. But more particularly were the energies and 
resources of flie Society devoted to the preparation for, and 
holding of the Annual Fair. 

Among the seeds distributed by the Society during the past 
year, none other has been so prominent or important as that of 
the Chinese Sugar CB>ne (Sorgho SaccharattumJ. 

The promising success of this cane, so far as tried, during 
the; year of 1857,fully satisfied all who gave the subjectattention, 
that its careful and intelligent culture would be found not only 
remunerative, but profitable, throughout most if not all of the 
settled portions of the State. 

Therefi>re, for the purpose of promoting its more rapid dis- 
semination and culture, by the agriculturar masses of the 
State, the Society obtained a considerable quantity of the seed, 
from the regions south of us, where it kadbeen more extensively 
cultivated and weU ripened, and distributed it through the 
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agency of the members of the Society, the members of the 
Legislature, and such other opportunities as presented. Fur- 
ther, the Society offered liberal premiums for the best growths 
of the cane, as well as for the best processes of manSfacture 
and production of molasses, syrup and sugar, therefrom. 

The results of the foregoing efforts, so far as can be judged 
at this early day, haye fully equalled the anticipations of all 
parties, and in fact exceeded them; and it is a well settled 
opinion on the part of the Committee, that the experiment of 
the culture and manufacture of the cane has been fairly and 
fully tried, by thousands of the farmers of the State, and, so far 
as heard from, with nearly uniform and satisfactory success. 
And not only has the fact of the practicability of its culture 
^been well established, but, what Is still more conclusiye and en- 
*couraging, a large amount of molasses, syrup and some common 
sugar, has absolutely been made. In fact, good judges estimate 
the saving to the State the present year, on account of the^e 
productions, of over a hundred thousand dollars; no insignifi- 
cant item in times like the present, r . , 

What is still further gratifying in the matter, is the fact that 
in all reasonably favoraple pases, the seed of the cane ripened, 
during the past ijeason, amply for all purposes of replanting; 
thus fully establishing the important fact, that it can and will > 
usually ripen, Except tipon very unfiivprable soil, or in unfa- 
vorable seasons. 

The great and universal question first of all to be asked and 
answered in relation to it, " Will it fay^'* is also pretty well 
settled, even by the imperfect experiments already tried. The 
bulk of them go to show, that an ordinarily good soil will as 
surely grow a good crop of it, as of Indian com; and with but 
a trifle, if any morie lanor. And further, that a good ordinary 
crop will yield two hundred gallons pf good syrup ber acre, 
besides several, tons. of fodder a^nd seed, from the surplus leaves 
i^nd tops of the stalky. 

The experience* already had, also shows that, even with the 
imperfect machinery and information of tho first experiments, 
the caile has been grown and the sjrup manufactured, at an 
average e^^pense of not over twenty-five cents per gallon; being 
a saying of at least one hundred per cent, of what a similar 
southern article would coat the merchants and the dealers of 
the country delivered in store; and nearly twice that saving to 
such consumers aa produce it for their own ua,o, mA thereby 
save all intermediate profits., . 

If Sorghum has dioi;^^ tl^is nixicb for pur people " in the green 
tree, what may we not. .exp.Qct^nthcK ''dry?- Highly important 
results to our State, as w«ll as to 'the whole iforth-West, are 
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o<mfid6n% predicted fertMr item of prodttction, m the 
fi^urie/t^ timt at M (iis^ ' . 

In all probkbiUty tiiere will.b^^ times the anKyant^ <yf it 
(mltrvn^ tbe present year, 1^ was durii^ the past. Jiidg* 
ing fr<mi the enUre'stideess of many expenm^its of graining 
the syrup into telerable hroim snear, no reasonable dotibt 
seems t6 exist/ as to its being generwly done, as easily as the 
laaple sron), with ajittle.more experience of cultivation, girilid- 
ing,akdboiung,aadw&h mote suitable »pparati^ That ourpeo- 
ple will soon be able to rdse their enthrO sugar and mQlasses erop, 
aa^ may be a surplus for exportation, seefiis by nonkeans im- 
probable. The Supplying of the home demaM merely, will 
prove a saving of some millions per annum to the State, of^ 
money kept atlbiome and paid for home labor. . * ' ^ 

The seed of the Hungarian Grass (Millium), a forage pMt' 
tiiat has been attracting ccmsiderable attention fbr the fast two^ 
years,' in lowsr and other prairie districts, was also extensively 
distributed over all parts of the^ State, last iqpring. 'What 
degree of favor or success it has met with, tiie Committee arfe 
not as yet very weti informed; only a few reports having been* 
receiv^ in* rd&itien to it. It is said to considerably resemble 
millet, except that it fhas more leaves/ and limk^ much bett^ 
forage. It is said ,to thrive exceedingly well upon the high and 
dry prairies, espeeially in drjr se0,Bons, when timothy would 
prove a failure. Its succiees is understood^ to be^ owing tcj its' 
strikin^'a deep root.' The statem^ts in relation to it, go to 
show tnat it matures in a veiy short neriod, and yields ft^om 
four to five tons per acre of hay ana seed,-^argely of the 
latter; but it has to be annualljy sown. Another season Will 
do mulch in the Wfry of deciding its mierits and^^ adaptation to our' 
wants. .' ' : 

The Oommlttei& riisa circulated a quantitv of ^weet Potatoes 
(received as a present from a gentteman in Indiana) quite exten-' 
sively among the careful cultivators, fbr ex{)e^imental trial and 
cultivation^- an^ had the satisfaction of seeing a fi» show of 
well grown tubers, at the State Faiif, as the result of the effort; 
clearfy provmg^ (what was, to* be sure^ partieJIy faiown before,) 
that they cto DO snoceissfully cultivated in ample quantities, at 
least for the jjiuT^oses of luxurv $tad variety ^^non^ our people. 

The 'Committee havie given the subject of improving the Seed 
WheaiJ of the State a good deal cff attention, and have carefully 
inv^i^feted the often proposed plan of imposing new seed; 
from Canada., A v^y competent agent fttnd practical ft^m^ 
was sent by the Committee to the best wheat districts of Can- 
ada, in tho a*itUma^of 1857, (H<hi. David iWilHams, of Wftlworth 
Coiin^,) te etoqtiiri^ into the matitet, and report what seemed 
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proper to be dtoe under <Jie.^oiroifiA$twDcd8.; Aftc(r 4L- ocii^fid 
examination of their various speiJiiaenB Of wh^at^ and. a, fuU in- 
quiry in relation to 4fee in^eet 4^priBdati<o»ja, a&d lilibiliiies, he 
caDke to the/ eonclnsion that importa,tipn8i should ha >niMi& at 
least with ^eat care, to avoid the introduction, of n^w species 
of destructive insiects, Jjhe liabijiiy of whiqhi^e0mc«lto him very 
^6at. Aioarefui ooi&parison af thfe beeit specimens brought 
from Cajiada, with the be^jr from our o:wn djity btutrro^ districts, 
shows but little if any sttp^riwrity in. im iroportei article; 
pretty olewrly establishing, the incorrectness of.&e quite oein- 
mon notion, that our wheM' de^enerateef froaai eultivation, and 
needs ,a frequent renewal frota l^ieinada or ; elsewheire, to ii^stidn 
its auajity, ^ ■■ ■ •.'-. ',,.:;.•'.' ^ '^ > • u -.•- • ■ 

The Committee are fully .of the opinioli, that if our fanners 
tafee more pains in sowing good clean seed tipon dry and wjbU 
cultivate soil, aaid harvest it befoife it shrinks and tilriui dark 
colored from over-ripenes$ and exposure; to ^tdrnj^, that as hand- 
some club wheat can be grown for^an indefinite series : of year^ 
a& is at first sown,^—th«(.ttlie complaint of detarioration is mor^. 
from tiie faulty cultivation thfitn from .n.ny lack in the soil. 

The annu$(l Cattle Show tod Fair of. iiie. Society was held at 
Ma4ison dwing the, first week of October, jand was, notwith- 
standing the rratherin<jiei3tient weather, l$,tgely' attended by the 
sterling classes of tiie people, not only m exhibitors but as 
fipOcta&r$, , Soim^ two i^pilstod entries of andmsi^ls, articles and 
products were made^ embraeing altogether, probably a better 
diow than was ever before inade in our oWn, or any oither State 
not. older than ourd. The show of horses, neat stpok, sheep and 
swi^e, were iEtll of a high.prder and good quality, j^d reflected 
much credit upon iflbe enferpfise and progi^frive spirit of our 
people. , . 

On tbo othear hajid, the labor-Baving machiaery, both for agri- 
cultural aaOid other purposes, W^8 higfiy creditable to its invent- 
ors and msgiufi^otU^rs, and^M^cateda rapid {progress in.aU the 
l|bor-fl«tvi|fl4 arts of this wonderfulltr progressite age. ^ 

The pr^ooucts of the soil .were in noyf$j inferior to the oiier 
departments of the show, but preyed conclusively that we hj^d, 
not only the cliniate; and soil, out the cultivatiors, that could pro- 
duce the most complete i^d ample results. 

The fhiit d^atrtbeht particularly, notwithstanding the .unfa- 
VjMPable season^ w^^ laiigely and splendidly represented, es- 
pecially with the »xo0t sterling Of all fruit, me aj|)le, in groat 
variety atndprofj^sion, $nd of :a» fptir quality aa any oountrycan 
boast." ^ : • ';.-'- -'- ...f '. /; ., •',-■'' ^ . 

Several richly equippied an4 efiScient appearing Military 
and Fire oompanies paraded upcMpi the grounds during the 
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Fair,' dieplaykg superior tactics, \a*id- gaily enliveaing the 
• scene. ' ' ■' '"• \- ' ■ J ! • '* "' '^'' 

Altogetliear the occasiotiVas one of eitt^ordinaifvgratifiaBiftien 
and useflthiess to aH patties,' and passed off witn the titmost 
^od feeling in all respects, evidencing anew ta all observers, 
8iat such agficulttiraF jubilees are a natural outgrowth of our 
age and people, aiid highly proper to be ettcourag^d and 
fostercKi, aa schools of ttSdfUliie^S for ihe great masses of the 
people. ' •■ '' * ^ ■ 'i :■■; ' r ■ ' -^ ■ • 1 •■ '* ': 

The want of permanent-arid well fitted Fair Grounds for these 
ooeasions is sadly felt^ and is a source of :lar^e expenditure and 
trouble annually in iw^ng the re.(j[uisite provision, saviig noth- 
ing'of the ftict, that, at best, temporafy arrangements but poorly 
accommodate the interest and parties concerned. . If some 
common central location could be agreed and settled upon, and 
fitted permanently for these purposes, it would greatly ^simplify, 
as well as diminish, the annual laboris arid expenditures of ike 
society. Until such permanent fitting is bad, our agrlcuHutal 
fairs will fall<5onsiderably short'of what they otight'to be. 

The Executive Committee wottldf expresp a wisn- that tie law 
authorizing the collection of the annual statistics of the agricul- 
tural, productions of the State,: should be* continued, and so 
amended, if need be, as to render its operation more certain amd 
complete. 

The collecting of such annual reliable information of the 
quantities of graingrown, of the various varieties; of the horses, 
tne stock and animals; of the increase or decrease, advancing 
or retrograding, of the different interests, seems to them a mat- 
ter of the first importance, not only to our own people, but to 
those looking this way firom without the State for a market in 
which to buy or deal in our staple commercial products. When 
once fully understood by the officers whose duty it is to collect 
and embody such statistical facts, it would seem a simple duty 
to perform, and one that needs entail but little additional ex- 
pense upon the people. 

The great importance of the wool-growing interests to the 
State, and the commonly prevailing opinion that the business of 
she^keeping is to a considerable extent being abandoned 
throughout the State, on account of the ravages of dogs, seems 
to call for enquiry, and, if well founded, for judicious legislation, 
to arrest any retrograde movement of that kind. 

In- addition to whatever may^ be required upon the foregoing 
subjects in the way of legislation, the Executive Committee are 
of the opinion that few things could or would be more accepta- 
ble to the agricultural masses, than a large diminution in tl^ 
amount of annual legislation and taxes. No sentiment^or opinion 
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Deems to be more ind^Iiblj en|)ra?en upon the piibliO mind^ithan 
that there is a great opportunity for reform in these respects. 
May they not hope, unaer the general ^riessiure of Jii^times, and 
tibie economy consequent thereon, t<o ^itnes^ an improrement in 
this dirfectiOtn? 

, The iJopy for yoluittea eight and nine, for. the years 1868 and 
' '59, of the tra^aotidns of the Soei^ty^ wiUbeproperlyprepared 
for publication dving the ctinrent year,*tod can be put to press 
if the Legislature deems it advisable to so order. The publi- 
cation of these ant^ilal Valimes df agdcultural reports, has be- 
cojne aii established practice in moist of the leading agricultural 
States, and, when jujdiciously ^ott^iiip^.a^^e Undoubtedly an 
embodim^t of much yaluable infonnaition, that would, in i^o 
other way equally effectiVe, be brou^t befoi*e the tojnds of the 
masses of the people. 

The JBxecutive Comnuttee would redeommetid the publi<cation 
df such a volume, embracii^ the iwo past years,^ and ask the 
reqiiifiifee legislation therefor. 

A statement of the fiscal affiiirs of. the -Society, showing its 
receipta and disbursements, will be found ap^nded hereto; and 
ML and complete vouchers wUl be found on file iil this offidefor 
all the items of each a^ooount; . all of which is reispectfuUy sub- 
mitted. ;■.-■, •'•••';../: 
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Statbmbft of the Fiscal Ajvaibs of the Wisooksin Statb 
j^QBiQXJLTVKAJL SooiBTT, for the jettT of 1858. 

BSOBIPT0. 

TobalAiioe orer from 1667 ...., ••• «•• .$1,378 61 

<^ State appropriation • ..... $,000 00 

" ^08s receipts from State Fair and life and annual 

memberships, 6,838 04 

" amount from Madison subscription 1,199 35 

-2 |u>06 90 

' BXPBNBITITBBfl. 

Bt preminms pAid for 1868, oat of appropriation ........ |3,641 00 

*' diplomas all in all out of appropriation ....... .^, . i 181 60 

(( i^ BxecntiTe Committee expenses • •• 880 76 

'^ «< officeezpenses .. 147 10 

•* «« express charges ^ ^ 36 60 

" " postage..... .: 66 69 

" ** rent 300 00 

«* •• salaries ^ 1,000 00 

^ <' fitting Fair Groondf, all in all.. V 1,967 00 

«« « arrearges of 1867 ". 847 38 

« «• miscelUneoos expenses of the Fair and dnring 

thevear .3,794 66 

'* '< bills allowed and unpaid to December 10th 736 18 

" balance of cash on hand, \ 1,889 44 

$11,796 90 



In behalf of the Executive Oommittee, 

D. J. POWBBS, Secretary. 



9tate Agricultural Booms^ ) 
Madison^ January 1, 1859. ) 
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